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Thursday - 27 April 1972

1, Received a call from Mr, Norman
Cornish, Deputy Staff Director, Foreign Operations and Government
Information Subcommittee of the House Government Operations Committee,
concerning the Chairman's letter of 25 April 1972 requesting the designation
of a witness or witnesses to appear and testify in a hearing on Friday,

5 May, on the security classification problems affecting exemption (b)(1)

of the Freedom of Information Act and the way in which the President's new

Executive Order 11652 will affect the operation of the security classification

system, Mr, Cornish told me that since the hearing is scheduled for next

week, he would appreciate a response as soon as possible. Mr., Houston, STAT
OGC, has been advised,

4. | | Left with David Martin, of the Senate Internal
Security Subcommittee staff, some additional material on the Versailles Peace
Conference on Southeast Asia with the understanding that this material would
be used by Martin in its present form,

25X1

5. | | c1 Staff, called to say that DOD
had raised with him the possibility of having a military man presentat| |
briefing of David Martin's, Senate Internal Security Subcommiittee staff, group
tomorrow. |:|t01d Walter C, Minnick, of the White House staff, he
had no objection but this was a matter that they should take up with Martin,

[ ]was advised. He also made it clear that we were not providing Martin
with any classified documents,
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VERSAILLES CONGRESS HAILED: U,S, POSTPONEMENT OF TALKS SCORED

VIETNAMESE Hanoi gave prompt and substantial publicity to the
COMMUNISTS World Assembly for Peace and Independence of the
Indochinese Peoples held in Versailles from 11 to

13 February, with Premier Pham Van Dong's greetings to the conclave

released on the opening day. ‘A QUAN DOI NHAN DAN commentary on

the 12th and a NHAN DAN editorial on the l4th welcomed the gathering
as strengthening support for the Indochinese struggle. 1In

addition to speeches by the Indochinese delegates, Hanoi carried
lengthy accounts of remarks by the U.S. delegation,

In a departure from its past practice with respect to such peace
conclaves, Hanoi announced the arrival of itg delegate in Paris
before the sessions opened. On 9 February VNA reported that the
Indochinese delegations had arrived on the 7th--the DRV's led by
Hoang Quoc Viet, the NFLSV's by Dang Quang Minh, the Pathet Lao's
by General Singkapo Chounlamany, and the RGNUC's by Thiounn
Prasith. VNA observed on the 12th that 1,200 delegates from more
than 75 countries were present and that the U.S. delegation was
"nearly 100 strong."

The tone was set by Premier Pham Van Dong's greetings message, in

- Which he described the conference as "a new manifestation of the

ever broader and stronger international support for the hard but
certainly victorious struggle of the three Indochinese peoples."
Dong repeated the line that the so-called 'eight-point peace plan'"
disclosed in the President's 25 January speech is an effort to
hoodwink public opinion in an election year.

Dong rejected the U.S. plan in standard terms, as designed to
pursue Vietnamization, although he did not specify the details

of the plan. The resolution adopted by the assembly, on the other
hand, explicitly castigated the President's offer of a troop
withdrawal and bpresidential elections in South Vietnam six months
after an agreement, with President Thieu having resigned a month
before the elections. Dong, in endorsing the PRG position, spelled
out in full the 2 February elaboration calling on the United

States to set a date for withdrawal and for President Thieu to
resign immediately. The premier also duly endorsed Peace proposals
by the Pathet Lao and Sihanouk's government, and the assembly
resolution registered support for the communist stands on settlement
in all three Indochinese countries,
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MOSCOwW Moscow's publicity for the Versailles assembly was
highlighted by a message from Brezhnev which conveyed
greetings "from the bottom of my heart." He lauded the struggle
of the Indochinese peoples for the "immediate and complete"
withdrawal of U.S. and allied troops and scored alleged U.S.
attempts, through declarations about "winding down' the American
military presence, to conceal moves to drag out the bloodshed
by Vietnamization. He demanded a "just settlement" in the

. Indochinese countries, but mentioned no specific peace plan in

offering support for the "legitimate demands" of the Vietnamese,
Laotian, and Cambodian people.

The USSR delegation to the assembly was headed by Petr Pimenov,
chairman of the Soviet Committee to Support Vietnam and

secretary of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions (AUCCTU).
The AUCCTU and the Soviet Peace Committee also sent greetings to

the assembly. TASS reported the daily sessions and carried
interviews with various participants. Routine-level press and radio
comment pointed to U.S. discomfiture over the assembly, with some
commentators castigating the U.S. Paris delegation for using the
assembly as the pretext for calling off the 17 February session of
the Paris talks,

A Moscow commentary in Mandarin on the 13th pointed to the failure
of Peking to send a delegation to the assembly as further evidence
of its "betrayal" of the Vietnamese, and it repeated the charge

that the Chinese leadership "has increasingly taken concerted action
with the U.S. imperialists."” Referring to President Nixon's coming
trip to the PRC, the commentary recalled that the President said

in a press conference that he would not make any new peace proposal
on Indochina and that he "hoped that the Peking leaders would
understand his policy." A talk by an Indian journalist, broadcast
by Moscow radio on the 12th in English for South Asian listeners,
said that the President and Chou now know that any '"understanding"
they may reach on Indochina "can have no validity" because the world
public has endorsed the Vietnamese position "that no settlement
behind the back of the peoples will be acceptable."

PEKING Peking's only acknowledgment thus far of the Versailles
assembly was a belated 16 February NCNA report

summarizing the greetings messages sent by Indochinese leaders and

the speeches of the delegates of these countries. Peking's minimal

attention to an assembly sponsored by Moscow-oriented Western CP's

1s consistent with the PRC's normal failure to acknowledge activities

of such parties. Peking had acknowledged the Fifth International

Stockholm Conference on Vietnam, held in March 1970, with only NCNA

and domestic service reports of Sihanouk's greetings message.
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The DRV and PRG delegations in Paris both issued statements on

10 February which "strongly criticized" the U.S. delegation for
unilaterally postponing the 17 February session 'under the absurd
pretext that the Versailles World Assembly for Peace and
Independence of the Indochinese Peoples is 'incompatible with the
purposes of the Paris conference.'" But oddly, while the PRG
statement was promptly reported by VNA and by the Hanoi radio

and press, the only known Hanoi publicity for the DRV's statement
came belatedly in a single broadcast on the 13th.

The PRG statement declared that the postponement ''proves that
the Nixon Administration does not want to seriously negotiate."
It charged that the U.S. Paris delegation, in branding the
representatives' of more than 80 countries as a '"claque" and a
"horde of agitators,'" has "shown an intolerable contemptuous
attitude toward peace- and justice-loving opinion the world
over'" and has demonstrated "U.S. fright in face of the ever
stronger world condemnation' of the Pregident for professing to
desire peace while prolonging the war and sabotaging the talks.

The DRV statement also saw the postponement as evidence of the
Nixon Administration's '"fear of public opinion'" and asserted that
the assembly "is only aimed at voicing the truth" about the war.
Unlike the PRG statement, the DRV's recalled the "three unilateral
postponements' by the U.S. delegation during December when the
Nixon Administration "intensified" the bombing of the North and
war activities in South Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. It asserted
that the United States now ''repeats this maneuver in the hope of
undermining' the talks while intensifying military activities,
stepping up Vietnamization, strengthening the air war, sending
additional carriers to the Tonkin Gulf, and increasing the number
of B-52's in Indochina.

Other Hanol propaganda scoring the postponement of the Paris
session included a Hanoi radio commentary on the 1lth on stepped-up
U.S. air strikes and military preparation and a QUAN DOI NHAN DAN
commentary on the 12th pegged to the Versailles gathering. A

Hanoi broadcast on the 13th reported that the U.S. delegation at
Versailles issued a statement condemning Ambassador Porter's
attitude and noted that members of the U.S. delegation and

another group from the assembly went to the U.S. Embassy to

protest Porter's action,
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